With some of the

standing at attention, tleneuw-

crewmembers
completed Graf Spee heads untfuraseaimtestuwnge.
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Her 11-inch guns, each using 650
pounds of explosives per round, gave
her more destructive capacity than
the combined firepower of the
6- and B-inch gunsz of her
three opponents.
But the light

. As two m.rercnnsen. Achillesand
HMMZS Exeter, joined Ajax, the Graf
- Spee began a battle for her life.
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- merchant seamen ranging in age from
- 15 to 72 years — had awakened to

gunfire before their guards locked

‘the cell doors beneath the Spee’s gun

turrets and raced to battle si:u_;jiunsr
They cheered as the cruisers’ guns -
mflicted 17 hits on the Spee, although

Britsh fire could easily turn their

floating prison into a common coffin.
Throughout the day, rumors
of a sea barttle circulated in
Montevideo, fed by
_persistent radio
hu]letms By

suppartem Were sirong among thm
qua.rtﬁ—m.i]]lm:, Germans. rgs.ll:lmgm
-.llI the sprawling narion.

‘Aboard the Gmf Spee, near
midnight, a German officer
announced ﬂ}mia],l'y to the elated
pnmners, "Gemlemm, for you the
war is over. We have just entered
Meontevideo Harbor.”

Sometime between 2:00 am, when
port authorities boarded the Graf
Spee and 8:00 am, when Urnguayan
officials inspected the ship’s
damages Capt. Langsdorff releazed
his prisoners after complimenting
them on the “gallant fight™ put

up by the Britsh crsers.
*“When people fight
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