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ESCAPING FROM THE GERMAN ADVANCE THROUGH FRANCE, THE BATTLESHIP RICHELIEU WOULD SURVIVE BRITISH
ATTEMPTS TO DESTROY HER BEFORE GOING ON TO FIGHT WITH THE ALLIES IN THE PACIFIC

BY ROBERT J. CRESSMAN
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1,000,000 Frenchmen were made POWs
and 84,000 died in the fighting.

Magnificent portrait of Richelieu departing New York and underway to the Atlantic Ocean on 26 August 1843 following her refit in the
Mew York Maval Shipyard. This view shows her all-forward 15-inch armament in two quad turrets to advaniage.
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Asthe Germany™
L :‘wﬂ!-'.ut forward, [ﬂﬁq'r":-g overall
resistince, and capturing thousands
of prisoners, they madea big mistake
— they allowed Gens Altmaver the
use 0f a telephone. Thev did this by
torgetting to cut his telephone lines
as they surged forward.

Altmayer took advantage of the
Germans’ oversight and placed a call
at 1100 on 18 June to Adm. Jean de
Laborde, whao was the commandant at
the naval district of Brest, in the key
seaport situated at the very top of Cape
Finisterre — “the end of the earth.”
Aptly named, that part of Brittany
had long been practically invulnerable
to assault owing to its comparatively
isolated position. In modern warfare,

'ﬁnwﬂ'un With its”
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Lnn‘iaml'rw ikt}]ﬁif"ﬂ was
practically useless.
\lunaycr informed the admiral

that Rénnesxhad fallen. Hoth's panzer

- divisions were bound for the coast;
he conlinued, and there was virtually
cnothingto stop them from reaching.
Brest. De Taborde — a popular and
energetic man — had reason for
cancern, A lookat the map and the
clock told hm that the Germans
could probably be at Brest within
nine hours!

De Laborde was then faced with
an almost insurmountable task. He
had to clear 159 ships — of which 83
were warships — from the harbor.
The port was congested with vessels
that only shortly before had been
bringing British troops bound for
the western front or that had been
bringing French troops back from
the ill-fated Norwegian campaign.
However, among the 83 naval vessels

The panzer divisions of Gen. Hermann
Hoth were rolling through France and
heading to the sea. Hoth and his officers
made the big mistake of letting Gen. Rene
Altmayer warn Adm. Jean de Laborde that

the Nazis would soon be in Brest.
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