THEIR GUNS

WERE ALWAYS

DUR PHOTOGRAPHIC COVERAGE OF THE MIGHTY 10WA-
CLASS BATTLESHIPS — THE WORLD'S MOST POWERFUL
WEAPONS. THIS IS THE SEVENTH INSTALLMENT COVERING
THE USS MISSOURT (BB-63) - PART NINETEEN
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: E'J'-'ITT LES USS Missourl steams away

from Norfolk Naval Base on
23 August 1854 en route to
Bremerton, Washington, where
she would be decommissioned.

r The decommissio ningtgmcess

R Is lengthy had plans had to be

4 made well in advance. Sallors

- e iy and Mavy families watch the
- i massive warrior depart for her

L | new home.

Missourl ag?ruar.hlng the first step in

the transit of the Panama Canal at Pedro
Miguel Locks. The battleship s viewed
from the Control House. Crowds lined the
Canal to watch the Missouri pass through.
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II|‘||"Itl'| the Korean War over, m]r[hry
budgets were once again slashed, Even
though that conflict showed just how quickly
“and Incorrectly American military strength was reduced
after the Second World War, the pciltlclans never learn. Korea
was America’s first “non-victory™ war and even though the battleships
Ear‘l'urmed vallant duty by blasting enemy positions and causing complete
avoc, the politiclans were now scrambling for “better” ways to spend money than
on "old” warshlps. A decislon was made to mothball the massive warriors. Missourl and
New Jersey were photographed at Pler 7, Norfolk, Virginia, during the summer of 1954, It looked
““like it would be the end of the battleships but ].rearﬁ uﬁer lhls phnlﬂ was taken a former actor by
the name of Ronald Fteagan had other deas ; o iy t
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