About 30 miles down the Potomac from Washington, DC, Is one of the largest
American collections of abandoned, sunken, and sinking ships. Nestled In the
tidal flats of the Potomac Is the “Ghost Fleet of Mallows Bay."” There are over

200 vessels In an area that has been declared a National Marine Sanctuary.
Caught oﬂ‘—?uard during the Great War, America vowed to build 1000 wooden
ships within 18 months to keep the troops and supplies moving to Europe,
Howewver, the plan was too ambitious and only a small portlon of the ships
were cu:g}[mad and some of these vessels plus the Incomplete ships wera
assigned to Mallows Bay. The surplus ships were purchased by Western
Marine & Salvage Company but they went out of business and the ships were

left tuf!helr fgtha. Ar:;nd ‘L 0 of ﬂ'lei stegrl;lnlshlps warﬂ prlasafr'rt and lr'l:e:ny' w;m
VESSELS WHGSE SA IUNG set on fire and burn bigtta 31 1:;:::;1 ;:%wln; g;rtghg !.';1 el}gk.s of a much later date.

DAYS ARE DEFINITELY OVER
BY SUSAN DUPREY
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