A US Navy F/A-18F Super Hornet and F-35 Lightning Il, both assigned to Alr Test and Evaluation Squadron 9 (VX-9),
overfly the Point Mugu Sea Range in southern California along with a USAF F-15 Eagle during Exercise Gray Flag on
24 September. Gray Flag is an annual large-force test event that brings joint forces together to test and evaluate multi-
domain systams In a maritime environment. (USN/Kory Hughes)
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Hummmlng Is sweel. Arlelgh Burke-class gulded-missile
destroyer USS John 5. McCaln (DDG-56) arrives at Naval

Station Everett, Washington, on 31 October following a
deployment. (USN/Andrew G)

During the dark, early days of WWIl we
learned the hard way that insufficient
. antl-aircraft protection spelled doom
{for many US Navy ships. Have we:
orgotten that lesson? While It Is true
| that cur ships now have fearsome.
misslie protection, what about the —
| antl-ship weapons that Eat pastthose
lines of defense? The Phalanx close-in
“weapons system |s devastating
| against aircraft, cruise misslles,
|'drones that get past those lines,
| However, do our shlgs have encughof : -l o ¢ i
‘these systems? Probably not. ffone ¥ ™ A - e he s
| system Is knocked out of actlon then L L7 A : :
a8 ship lucky enough to have themis
left relatively defenseless. Should .
the numbers of Phalanx be Increased
| 'to make sure every Navy ship has
vat least one system? In this Image, -
& Phalanx aboard the USS Nimitiz -
| }O?Nvﬁﬂ] conducts a tralning exerclse S g R S e ——— -
in the Paclfic on 6 November. (USN/ © Independence-variant littoral combat shﬂ:» USS Mobile (LCS-26) returns to Its homeport In San Diego following a 19-month = =
Hannah Kantner) ’ . rotational deployment. (USN/Vance Hand) ‘_ﬁ_:;__.__.;:——-_.___f-.__ e ——— e
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