s the 19th Century came
to a close, the company of
Vickers, Sons & Maxim

Limited was a powerhouse in the
ship and armaments construction
industry. Originally starting out
casting church bells, Vickers acquired
other companies and in 1868 began
to manufacture marine shafts and
then marine propellers. They also
began supplying steel forgings for gun
ONCE THE WORLD'S LARGEST DELUXE CRUISE SHIP, THE ARCADIAN BEGAN THE VITAL MISSION e samei
AS FLAGSHIP FOR SIR IAN HAMILTON DURING THE DISASTROUS GALLIPOLI INVASION. THEN, WORKING diversify into large-scale armaments
AS A TROOPSHIP IT FELL VICTIM TO A U-BOAT. NOW, THE WRECK HAS BEEN DISCOVERED production and by the end of 1888

BY AN ENTERPRISING GREEK HISTORIAN AND DIVER Vickers produced and tested both ‘
SINKING OF THE .Hlﬁ-tmll[ BY nDﬁM STANTHH their first artillery piece and their first

armor plate. This was fortunate for the
company because the Naval Defense

STORLEA OF SURVIVORS,

| Act of 1889 significantly increased House flag of the Pacific Steam Navigation Company.
LONDON, Mes & [ domestic demand and the invention of Ammunition Company at the same Ortona. She had a weight of 7954
""”‘":':'1:r|:!','\.dmf.."'lzll':-hnrrnwnm f nickel steel armor rendered obsolete time. With the Great War looming, gross tons and was powered by a
- i A . Gy ) : - - .
',h,“ e r:'“..IL:TE-. :" :ri—:::::: .‘l“."p: Newspaper article s and worthless all the investments of the company would make a fortune. +  triple-expansion steam engine with
Ty cheotk . The ouplesian magind Wétnlﬁgﬂlﬂﬁmﬂ from B established producers of compound With all these acquisitions, Vickers twin screws that gave a top speed of 18
mafien ol Liie Liickunts, » 5 r the #
» A heersell W
::.‘lil:ul:l| Ill;r:‘ﬂjllm-:'. L:}Jl:‘f:’:‘"r ata to| Arcadian.

armor. could now produce a complete ) knots. This was to be the last ship that
by e bed. R Fpamean ,LE‘ In 1897, Vickers bought out the selection of military products — Pacific Steam built for its lucrative
0 woa.  Thes B stericioig S mg o shipbuilder Barrow Shipbuilding from ships and marine fittings to London-to-Australia route. 55
bemeeivos S e i """”"h:" Company and acquired its subsidiary armor plate and a whole line of Ortona was launched on 10 July 1899
LA irol boas 1 .'LL.;'.":-."LWHE _ the Maxim Nordenfelt Guns and ordnance. | and registered in Liverpool on
O e peprome o .:ﬂ‘;; L & : This leads us directly | 26 October of that year, On 24
e vl « han (st i8 "t'-';‘l;*"' I to a contract issued by the [L.5 November, with a great deal of
thive lileht oAb e Admees 4 e ] Pacific Steam Navigation " celebration, she departed London
ik g u??ﬁ}ivg | Company to Vickers on her maiden voyage and this was
g el = for the construction a joint service with the Orient Steam

- / of an ocean liner
o~

Navigation Company. Orfona was
that would be configured to carry 140 first-class,

: named 55 180 second-class, and 300
£ ﬁ N1 :

third-class passengers for
B “vu-_. ir 1§

=

RIS : v : L——
- '“ﬁ!ﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂ!l‘nﬂ!!“puﬂ!l! r ‘!] 'h' = r—y

The 55 Ortona setting out for a voyage while operating with the Pacific Steam Navigation Company.
When the ship sank, the rakish funnels (which gave a look of speed) tore off and the masts shot to the surface like rockets,
kllling some of the troops treading water until rescue.
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