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DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR, THE WORK OF US NAVY ARTISTS HELPED RECORD AND INTERPRET THE : g end magazines of the time period.

NAVY'S ACTIONS AT SEA. IN THIS FEATURE, WE WILL EXAMINE SOME OF THE WORK CREATED BY McCLELLAND : - i E HOTAT o SN Sl
BARCLAY, WHO WAS A VERY WELL-KNOWN ARTIST PRIOR TO ENTERING THE NAVY { L1 e

BY ROD ELMSD“RF I ' L joined the US Navy Reserve and was

commissioned as a lieutenant.

Born during 1891, as a teenager
Barclay was sent to live with his aunt
and uncle in Washington, DC. He was
talented when it came to art and he
would go on to study at the Art Institute
of Chicago and then the Art Students
League in New York City. He was
particularly adept at figure painting and
he later studied under several famous
artists at the 5t. Louis School of Fine
Arts and the Corcoran School of Art.

When America entered the Great
War, Barclay began creating art for
patriotic and recruiting posters and his
poster “Fill the Breech” was awarded
a prize by the Committee on National
Preparedness. At this time, he began
studying naval camouflage and came
up with numerous designs for US
Mavy ships under the direction of
William Mackay, Chief of the New
York District of the Emergency Fleet
Corporation.

After the war, Barclay's commercial

s used in many of the popular

s of the time period including

Collier's, Couniry Gentleman, Redbook,
Pictorial Review, Coronet, Country
Life, The Saturday Evening Post,
Ladies’ Home Journal, Cosmopolitan
and others. His art work was quickly
recognizable by the general public,
especially the very attractive women
he painted. Today, we forget just how
influential these magazines were but
they had extremely high circulations
and became a main source of news and
entertainment for the American public.

Barclay then had his art used in the
movie magazines of the 1920s/1930s.
There were dozens of these publications
and the public was fascinated with
anything to do with “Hollywood™ and
Barclay began to really prosper. His

Barclay's oll on canvas USS Growler (55-215) was t)resented to the US Navy Submarine Force Museum In Groton, 4 >
Connecticut, I::gv Commodore James Fife after WWIIl and where it remains on display today. McClelland Barclay knew portraits of actresses and starlets were
[

and sketched Fife when he was stlll a Captain. The Inscription In the lower right reads “For Captain J. Fife, USN, and his articularly in demand
shipmates with my admiration and gratitude for their many kindnesses. McClelland Barclay USMNR Southwest Pacific P . o
1943." The painting was completed shortly before the artist’'s death In combat. In 1930, the artist was selected by
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