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LAUNCHING TIME

AS NOTED IN THE NOVEMBER ISSUE, THE REMARKABLE SANKEY PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVE HAS
PRESERVED AN IMPORTANT PORTION OF BRITAIN'S MARITIME HISTORY. THIS MONTH WE EXAMINE
PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN OF SHIP LAUNCHINGS IN THE BARROW-IN-FURNESS AREA

BY WILLIAM BROOKES

The launching of HMS Princess Haéaion 29 April 1911 from Vickers at Barrow-in-Furness. The ship was the second of
two Lion-class battlecrulsers bullt for the Royal Navy before the Great War. Designed in response to the Moltke-class
battlecruisers of the growing Imperlal German Navy, the ships s nlﬂcanﬂg improved on the speed, armament, and armor of
the preceding Indefatigable-class. The ship was named after Loulse, The Princess Royal, a title occasionally granted to the
Monarch's eldest daughter. Completed In 1913, Princess Royal participated In the Battle of Heligoland Bight a month after the
start of the war. She was then sent to the Caribbean Sea to prevent the German East Asla Squadron from using the Panama
Canal. Moderately damaged during the Battle of Jutland, she required a month and a half for repairs. She then provided
distant support during the Second Battle of Hﬂl?ﬁland Bight in 1917 and then spent the remainder of the war on uneventiul
atrols In the North Sea. Placed on reserve In 1920, she was sold for scrap in 1922 because of terms of the Washington Naval
reaty. She was armed with four twin 13.5-Inch guns, 16 single 4-Inch guns, and two 21-inch torpedo tubes.
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Launchings from the yards In the area could have shlg ranging in size from behemoth warships to small vessels such as this
lifeboat being launched from a slipway at Fleetwood. Launchings were not only weli-attended by workers and thelr families but
also be mem of the general public.

The Vickers-Armstrong logo. The company was the major
employer in the Barrow-In-Furness area.
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